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(71) We, I^E Marley Tile Com- 
pany Limited, a British Company, of 
Riverhead, Sevenoaks, Kent, do hereby de- 
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panels of stiff sheet material adapted to close 
the gap between a separate fascia attached 
to the end of said structural members and 
the building wall faco, said brackets and 
••»s*u /<rkmnlATnentar- 
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Up into the roof between ine ruor unn/v..,. 
liie fascia then serves as a mounting for 
rainwater goods and in particular the gutter. 

20 In the specification of our British Patent 
No. 1,073,533 there is disclosed a gutter 
mounting system which has the advantage 
that roof tilers do not have to wait to com- 
m^ce work on the roof until the completion 

25 of the fitting of the fascia and soifit system 
as previously had often been necessary. Thd 
present invention is similar to that of our 
abovementioned eadier specification in that 
it aims at enabling the fitting of rainwater 

30 goods, e.g. guttering and support brackets 
Sierefor, and eaves and/or verge soflSt after 
the tilers work is completed and by a single 
group of craftsmen. 
The soflfit fitting according to this inven- 

35 tibn is especially well suited for use with the 
gutter mounting system illustrated in and de- 
scribed with reference to Figures 4, 5 and 6 
of the drawings accompanying the specifica- 
tion of our abovementioned British Patent 

40 No. 1,073.533, although it is not exclusively 
adapted for use therewidi and can be used 
with other gutter mountings. 

According to this invention there is pro- 
vided a soffit fOXin^ system for the eaves 

45 and /or verges of a building including a num- 
ber of support brackets adapted to be se- 
cured to roof structural members project- 
ing beyond the building wall faces, and soffit 



a plate cut or stamped irom 5>ucci nx^Kt** 
or injection moulded in polyvinylchloride 
which can be secured to the side of a rafter 
with screws or nails. Such a bracket prefer- 
ably has a substantially straight lower edge 
against which the sofBt Is' positioned and a 
front edge which abuts the rear of the fascia. 
Reinforcement ribs and/or flanges may be 
provided as desired. 

For clipping the sofl^t panels to the 
brackets the brackets may, for example, be 
provided wdth waisted plugs adapted to make 
a snap fit in corresponding apertures or 
sockets in the panels. Preferably nowever the 
panels are provided -with laterally-spaced 
longitudinal ribs which are shaped to make 
snap-in engagement with complementarily 
shaped cut-outs or sockets along the lov/er 
edge of the bracket plates; for example with 
brackets and panels of P.V.C. the panel ribs 
may be generally dove-tailed m cross-section 
and adapted for engagement in similarly 
shaped cut-outs in the brackets. In one pre- 
ferred arrangement the panels are of ex- 
truded P.V.C and the- panel ribs are each 
consU'tuted by a semi-tubular fold in the 
panel, the brackets being provided with cor- 
responding arcuate cut-outs or sockets adap- 
ted to receive the panel ribs. 

For obtaining a weather-proof joint be- 
tween two adjacent soffit panels it is pre- 
SEE ERRATA Sll? ATT.^r 
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(71) We. The Marley Tile Com- 
pany Limited, a British Company, of 
Riverhead, Sevenoaks. Kent do hereby de- 
clare the invention, for which we pray that a 
patent may be granted to us, and the method 
by which it is to be performed, to be particu. 
larly described in and by die following state- 
ment: — 

This invention relates to a soffit fitting for 
the eaves and /or verges of a building. 

In house where, for example, the roof tim- 
bers project beyond the faces of the walls 
to form eaves and /or verges it is conven- 
tional to attach a timber fascia to the ends 
of the roof timbers and to secure a soffit to 
the lower edge of the fascia to block entry 
up into the roof between the roof timbers. 
The fascia then serves as a mounting for 
rainwater goods and In particular the gutter 

la the specification of our British Patent 
No. 1,073,533 there is disclosed a gutter 
mounting system which has the advantage 
that roof tilers do not have to wait to com- 
mence work on the roof until the completion 
of the fitting of the fascia and soffit system 
as previously had often been necessary. The 
present invention is similar to that of our 
abovementioned earlier specification in that 
it aims at enabling the fitting of rainwater 
goods, e-g. guttering and support brackets 
therefor, and eaves and /or verge soffit after 
the tilers work is completed and by a single 
group of craftsmen. 

The soffit fitting accordmg to this inven- 
tion is especially well suited for use with the 
gutter mounting system illustrated in and de* 
scribed with reference to Figures 4, 5 and 6 
of the drawings accompanying the specifica- 
tion of our abovementioned British Patent 
No. 1,073,533, although it is not exclusively 
adapted for use therewith and can be used 
with other gutter raountmgs. 

According to this invention there is pro- 
vided a soffit fitting system for the eaves 
and/ or verges of a building including a num- 
ber of support brackets adapted to be se- 
cured to roof structural members project- 
jggje^ nd th^b uilding wall faces, and soffit 



panels of stiff sheet material adapted to close 
the gap between a separate fascia attached 50 
to the end of said structural members and 
the buHding wall face, said brackets and 
panels being provided with complementar- 
ily shaped means whereby the panels are 
adapted to be clipped on to the brackets and 55 
retained by the resilience of the panel and/ 
or the bracket means. 

The soffit panels could be made of a non- 
corrosive material such as plastics, e.g. poly- 
vinylchloride. or aluminium alloy or syn- 60 
thetic resin impregnated fibre^ass, or could 
be pre-painted metal or metal coated with 
plastics. The brackets likewise may be of 
any suitable non-corrosive material. 

The bracket is conveniently in the form of 65 
a plate cut or stamped from sheet metal 
or injection moulded in polyvinylchloride 
which can be secured to the side of a rafter 
with screws or nails. Sudi a bracket prefer- 
ably has a substantially straight lower edge 70 
against which the soffit is positioned and a 
front edge which abuts the rear of the fascia. 
Reinforcement ribs and/or fianges may be 
provided as desired. 

For clipping the soffit panels to the 75 
brackets the brackets may, for example, be 
provided with waisted plugs adapted to make 
a snap fit in corresponding apertures or 
sockets in the panels. Preferably however the 
panels are provided - with laterally-spaced 80 
longitudinal ribs which are shaped to make 
snap-in engagement with complementarily 
shaped cut-outs or sockets along the lower 
edge of the bracket plates; for example with 
brackets and panels of P.V.C. the panel ribs 85 
may be generally dove-tailed in cross-section 
and adapted for engagement in simOarly 
shaped cut-outs in the brackets. In one pre- 
ferred arrangement the panels are of ex- 
truded P.V.C. and the panel ribs are each 90 
constituted by a semi-tubular fold in the 
panel, the brackets being provided with cor- 
responding arcuate cut-outs or sockets adap- 
ted to receive the panel ribs. 

For obtaining a weather-proof joint be- 95 
twccn two adjacent soffit panels it is pre- 

SEE ERRATA SUP ATTACf-IED 
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ferred specially to adapt one of tlie support 
brackets for use as a union bracket: tlius for 
example where the bracket is in the form of 
a plate having a straight lower edge against 
5 wliich in use the soffit is positioned it is con- 
venient to provide flanges extending on 
either side of the lower edge of the bracket 
and shaped to correspond closely to the 
lower edge of the bracket for engagement 
10 with the soffit panels. The flanges of the sup- 
port bracket in this way provide a weather- 
proofing backuig to the joint between two 
adjacent panels. The support bracket adap- 
ted in this manner also permits expansion 
15 and contraction of soffit panels with tempera- 
ture variation. 

Ih order that this invention might be un- 
derstood more clearly a soffit fitting in ac- 
cordance therewith will now be described by 
20 way of example only witli reference to the 
accompanying drawings wherein : — 

Fig. 1 is a cross-sectional view of a soffit 
panel; . . 

Fig. 2 is a side elevational view of a sup- 
25 port bracket shown in end elevation in Fig, 
2A and in underneath plan view in Fig. 2B; 

Fig. 3 is a side elevational view of a sup- 

gort bracket adapted to serve as a union 
racket; with Fig. 3A showing an end eleva- 
30 tional view and Fig. 3B showing a top-plan 
view: and , . . 

Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view showing tne 
soffit fitting according to this invention in use 
wdth the gutter mounting illustrated in Fi^ 4 
35 of the drawings accompanying our British 
Patent Specification No. 1.073^33. 

Fig. 1 shows a soffit panel 1 formed or 
P.V.C. by extrusion having substantially 
tubular integrally formed ribs 2. One edge 
40 of the panel is bent upwardly to form a hp 
3 which in use of the panel as illustrated m 
Fig. 4 cooperates with the gutter mounting as 
described more fully hereafter. 
The support bracket 4 shown m Rgs. 2, 
45 2A and 2B is made of P.V.C. by injection 
moulding. Holes 5 for nails or screws and 
cut-away portions 6 for reasons of economy 
are provided. The generally straight lower 
edge 7 of the bracket 4 is provided with cir- 
50 cular cut-outs 8 extending right through the 
bracket and adapted to make snap-in engage- 
ment with the ribs 2 of soffit panel 1. and is 
reinforced by means of an integrally formed 
flange 9 shown clearly in Fig. .2A. which 
55 flange 9 follows the shape of the lower edge 
7 of the panel. ^ rr- i i\ 

The union bracket shown m Figs. 3. 3A 
and 3B is similar to that shown m Figs. 2, 
2A and 2B except that the flange 9 is en- 
60 larged so as to define sockets 10 on each 
side of the bracket into which the ends of two 
soffit panels are fitted in use. It will be 
clear that the union bracket of Figs. 3, 3 A 
and 3B in use can effectively serve to jom 
65 two soffit panels so as to prevent ingress of 



weather between their adjacent ends whilst 
also permitting thermal expansion or con- 
traction. 

Fia. 4 illustrates the use of the soffit fitting 
according to this invention in conjuncuon /u 
with a gutter mounting as disclosed in tiie 
specification of British Patent No. 1,073,533. 
For a full description of the gutter mountmg 
reference may be made to the above Patent 
specification and no particular description '-> 
thereof will be made herein, nor will any de- 
scription be eiven of the fitting of the gutter 
mounung to the fascia board. For fitting the 
soffit, support brackets are secured by nail- 
ing or screwing to the rafter ends 1 1 and the w 
soffit panels can then be clipped to the 
brackets, the ribs 2 of the soffit panels 1 be- 
ing received into the cut-outs 8 of the 
brackets 4 and retained by the resilience both 
of the panels and of the brackets. In fitting w 
the soffit panels the panel lip 3 is inserted 
between the gutter mountmg and the fascia 
as shown in Fig. 4. ^ , . 

To lock the soffit panels 1 firmly in posi- 
tion rods of suitably sized circular section 5^ 
may be inserted into the substantially tubular 
libs 2 of the panels 1 especially where they 
enter the cut-outs in the brackets. 

WHAT WE CLAIM IS:— 

1. A soffit fitting system for the eaves 
and/or verges of a building including a num- 
ber of support brackets adapted to be secured 
to roof structural members projecUng beyond 
the buildmg wall faces, and soffit panels of 
stiff sheet material adapted to close the gap iw 
between a separate fascia attached to toe 
end of said structural members and the bund- 
ing wall face, said brackets and panels bemg 
provided with complementanly shaped 
means whereby the panels are adapted to be iw 
clipped on to the brackets and retained by 

the resilience of the panel and/or the 
bracket means. 

2. A soffit fitting system as claimed m 
claim 1 wherein said brackets are in the form i 
of plates of stiff sheet material. ^ 

3. A soffit fitting system as claimed in 
claim 2 wherein the support brackets are 
each in the form of a plate having a substan- 
tially straight lower edge against whidi the ii:> 
soffit panel is positioned m use and a front 
edge which abuts the rear of the fascia m 

use. , . , . 

4. A soffit fitting system as claimed in 
claim 3 wherein the support brackets^ are 
provided with reinforcement ribs and /or 
flanges. . . , . 

5. A soffit fitting system as claimed m 
claim 3 or 4 wherein for dipping the panels 
on to the brackets the panels are provided 
with laterally-spaced longitudinal ribs so 
shaped as to make snap-in engagement with 
compIementariJy shaped cut-outs or sockets 
along the lower edge of the bracket plates. 
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6. A soffit fitting system as claimed in brackets and soffit panels are made of a plas- 
daim 5 wherein said laterally spaced longi- tics material. 

tudinal ribs on the soffit panels are each con- 10. A soffit fitting system substantially as 25 

stituted by a semi-tubular fold in the panel, hereinbefore described with reference to the 

5 the cut-outs or sockets in the brackets being accompanying drawings. 

correspondingly arcuate for receivmg the 11. In the eaves and/or verges of a build- 

panei ribs. ing. a soffit fitting system as claimed in any 

7. A soffit fitting system as claimed in of the preening claims. 30 
any of the preceding claims wherein some 12. In the eaves and /or verges of a build. 

10 of the brackets are adapted for use as union ing, a soffit fitting system substantially as 

brackets for obtaining a weather-proof joint herein described with reference to the ac- 

between two adjacent soffit panels. companying drawings with the soffit panels 

8. A soffit fitting system as claimed in locked nrmly in position by means of rods 35 
dahn 7 as dependent upon claim 3 wherein of suitable section inserted into the tubular 



20 bracket for engagement with the soffit panels. 
9. A soffit fitting system as claimed in any 
of the preceding claims wherein the support 
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